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	Bush Approach To National Drug Control Policy
In his remarks upon the nomination of John P. Walters to the Cabinet position of Director of National Drug Control Policy, President George W. Bush summarized the guiding principles that will govern his new direction in drug control policy.  He stated that "a successful antidrug effort depends on a thoughtful and integrated approach"  and emphasized the following areas:

1.
Continued Supply Reduction Activities:The Bush Administration recognizes the need to reduce the availability of illegal drugs in America.  The Bush Administration will continue to work with other nations to eradicate drugs at their source, and enforce our borders to stop the flow of drugs into America.  The President did not mention his policy regarding the harsh sanctions and imprisonment of addicted US citizens for the possession and use of illegal drugs.

2.
Increased Emphasis On Demand Reduction:The Bush Administration recognizes that the most effective way to reduce the supply of drugs in America is to reduce the demand for drugs in America.  Therefore, the Bush administration will focus unprecedented attention on the demand side of this problem by promoting prevention and treatment activities. 

3.
Bush Vision of Prevention:The Bush administration vision of prevention involves enlisting the help of families, schools, communities, and faith-based organizations to shape the character of young people by teaching children right from wrong, respect for law, respect for others, and respect for themselves.  

4.
Creation of a Parent Drug Corps:The Bush administration plans to enlist family support in preventing drug use by creating a Parent Drug Corps that encourages parents plan family rituals that schedule time for parents and children to eat, talk, pray, and play together.  These family based antidrug activities have been proven effective in reducing the incidence of drug abuse among children.  A child who reaches age 21 without using illegal drugs is virtually certain never to do so. And children cite parents as the number one reason they don't use drugs. 

5.
Faith-based emphasis On Drug-Free Community Programs:The Bush Administration will seek to increase funding for drug-free communities programs, and for the drug-free workplace program.  The President asked the Office of Faith-based Programs to compile a complete inventory of existing federal antidrug partnerships with local faith-based and community groups, and work with John Walters to strengthen those efforts. 

6.
Bush Plan To close The Treatment Gap:The Bush Administration recognizes that despite every effort at prevention, some individuals will become addicted to drugs. There are around 5 million hardcore users of illegal drugs in America today.  These hard core users represent one-third of the drug users, while consuming two-thirds of all drugs.  It is estimated that more than half of them are not receiving any treatment.  He plans to close this treatment gap by completing a comprehensive state-by-state inventory of treatment needs and capacity, and provide $1.6 billion over the next five years to fill in the identified gaps in treatment. 

10.
Plan To Increase Research Funding:The Bush Administration recognizes the need to advance the understanding of drug abuse and addiction by significantly increase funding for the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA). 

11.
Emphasis On Drug Courts&Coerced Treatment:The Bush Administration also recognizes the benefits of coerced abstinence, and will support drug courts and drug testing for prisoners, probationers and parolees.  

12.
PlanTo Increase Behind-The-Bars Treatment:The Bush administration recognizes that inmates receiving drug treatment are 73 percent less likely to be re-arrested, and 44 percent less likely to use drugs than those who receive no treatment at all.  As a result President Bush has asked Attorney General, John Ashcroft, to develop a comprehensive plan to ensure our federal prisons are drug-free and receiving drug treatment, to expand drug testing for probationers and parolees, and to strengthen our system of drug courts around the nation. 

In his closing statement President Bush emphasized the moral reasoning that underpin his approach to national drug control policy:   

"We must reduce drug use for one great moral reason -- over time drugs rob men, women and children of their dignity and of their character. Illegal drugs are the enemies of innocence and ambition and hope.  They undermine people's commitment to their family and to their fellow citizens. My administration will send a clear and consistent message that drug use is dangerous and drug use is wrong. 
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A policy is a set of guidelines used to make decisions about how to achieve a clearly stated goal within the constraints of both an intended course of action and a set of over-riding values and principles. 
The Bush Administration is continuing to operate within the context of the current National Drug Control Policy of the United States while redirecting and reemphasizing certain aspects of that policy.  The national drug control policy is important because it acts as a set guidelines used to make decisions about how to deal with the nation's alcohol and drug problems.  The current US drug control policy has two clearly defined goals: 

1.    Supply Reduction: To decrease the availability of illegal drugs; and  

2.    Demand Reduction:  To decrease the desire among the citizens of the United States to use illegal drugs and abuse legal drugs (such as alcohol, nicotine, and prescription medications). 

The Bush Administration's Drug Control Policy supports both of these goals but has made a commitment to put additional emphasis upon Demand Reduction by providing funding for community prevention and treatment.  On the surface, this seems like a good move, but when we dig deeper a serious potential problem begins to emerge.   
The Bush Administration is over-emphasizing the use of Faith-based Organizations in prevention and treatment.  As a result, his drug control policy could unintentionally result in damaging the overall effectiveness of national drug treatment programs by undermining of the program and professional staff standards developed as a result of over forty years of science-based analysis of best practices.   
This over-emphasis on Faith-based programs could also lead to a diversion of funding from current professionally-regulated treatment programs into faith-based programs that have an unfair competitive funding advantage because they are exempted from program and professional staff requirements meant to assure the safety and effectiveness of treatment.   
This over-reliance on Faith-based groups also sends the wrong message to Americans.  It tells Americans that addiction is a moral problem, that addicts are sinners who need to repent, and that if they fail to do so they will be punished by the correctional system.  The attempts to soften the blow of this excessive punishment by emphasizing the need to expand drug court programs that divert offenders from incarceration (a very good move) and to provide treatment to offenders behind the bars (another good move).   
The Bush Drug Control Policy falls short in failing to identify the critical need to realign the harshly punitive and disproportionate criminal sentences for personal possession and use.  As such the stage is set for the continued growth of the incarcerated population within the United States.  Sentencing guidelines need to be revised to link early release and probation to successful completion of behind the bars treatment.  Behind-the-bars treatment programs need to be properly licensed and staffed by properly trained and credentialed addiction professionals.  These treatment programs can facilitate the coordination of faith-based programs with science-based treatment in the same way that Faith-based approaches are integrated with the treatment of cancer, heart disease, and diabetes. 
The Bush Administration is sending the message that it will fully support the current course of action related to supply reduction that uses enforcement strategies to decrease the supply of drugs by: 

1.   Engaging in treaties with foreign governments to eradicate drug crops, stop illegal drug manufacture, and stop the transportation of drugs to the United States Borders;   

2.   Engaging in border control activities to reduce the smuggling of illegal drugs into the country;   

3.   Engaging in domestic law enforcement to stop the domestic production and sales of illegal drugs; and  

4.   Stopping illegal drug use by imposing harsh criminal penalties for the possession and use of illegal drugs. 

This strategy has failed in the past and will continue to fail in the future.  This policy opens the door to massive funding of international military drug control actions within other countries and sets the stage for new atrocities such as the killing of a 35 year old missionary woman and her infant by the shooting down of a missionary airplane suspected of drug running over Peru.  It also sets the stage for expanded paramilitary policing activities within the United States that create a real threat to human rights, especially to the poor minorities living in poverty neighborhoods.  
Current research indicates that a significant reduction in the funding of supply reduction activities and the reallocating of those funds to demand reduction activities would produce a much greater reduction in the use of illegal drugs and resultant problems within this country.   
It is important to support the Bush Administration in rethinking it's international approach to drug control and placing these activities in a secondary role to demand reduction through science based prevention and treatment programs. 
The intended course of action related to demand reduction is to use prevention & treatment strategies to decrease the desire among citizens of the United States to use illegal drugs and abuse legal drug by: 

1.   Prevention Programs:  Developing a highly visible and coherent network of programs designed to prevent the use and abuse of mind altering drugs; 

2.   Treatment Programs:  Developing a highly visible and readily accessible network of treatment programs that are available to on request by anyone in the nation requiring help in dealing with an alcohol or drug problem. 

As mentioned, the Bush Administration intent to increase the emphasis of demand reduction by expanding resources to community-based prevention and treatment is the right approach.  The over-reliance on a Faith-based initiative could set the entire venture up to fail by confounding the drug prevention and treatment issues with debates over the separation of church and state.  There are enough obstacles to a rational debate over national control priorities without unnecessarily complicating the issue by imposing a Faith-based priority into the drug control equation. 

The set of over-riding values and principles that are intended to guide all decisions made in implementing our national drug control policy are: 

1.   The Intent To Help:  The stated intent of the nation to help people, families, and communities to deal effectively with alcohol and drug abuse problems without imposing unnecessary harm, restrictions, or costs. 

2.   The Protection of Constitutional Rights:  The over-riding obligation to conduct all aspects of implementing national drug control policy within the constraints of the United States Constitution which protects individual rights; protects citizens from cruel, inhuman, and disproportionate punishments; guarantees access to due process of law; and assures that all citizens will be treated with dignity and respect even when subjected to required law enforcement activities. 

I have no doubt that the Bush Administration genuinely wants to help people who are suffering from alcohol and drug abuse policies.  The plan to emphasize funding for prevention and treatment is a good move.  I can’t support the continued high level of funding for international antidrug efforts because in many cases these efforts are thinly disguised efforts to provide military support to foreign governments who often have questionable human rights records
A major flaw in the Bush Drug Control Strategy results from what is not mentioned.  There is no acknowledgement that there is a disproportionate punishment for the personal possession and use of illegal drugs.  As a result, there is no plan to reduce minimum sentencing or to link reduction in sentencing to successful completion of behind the bars treatment programs and a demonstrated commitment to community , provide real incentives to divert non-violent drug offenders -based treatment.  The Bush Administration's emphasis on expanding drug courts to responsibly divert non-violent drug offenders from incarceration to community-based treatment is a good move. 
Overall, the Bush Drug Control Policy shows many positive changes in it's expanded emphasis of demand reduction through prevention and treatment, expanding behind the bars treatment programs, and expanding the emphasis on drug courts to responsibly redirect nonviolent offenders from incarceration to community-based treatment.  The policy falls short in ignoring the disproportionate punishment associated with illegal drug use with long minimum sentences and ineffective three-strikes legislation.  Until these critical and controversial areas of drug control policy enforcement efforts through incarceration cannot be meaningful linked to incentives for participating in a completing prison-based treatment programs and continuing in treatment as a condition of early release.
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